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OK all you Old timers! 
 
What is the  name of the Warner 
Bro’s short that this gremlin picture 
cam from? 
 
All the answers are in the picture. 
 
73 Gary 
 
That’s All Folks!! 
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From the ARRL Contest Radio Newsletter 3 March 2010 by 

Ward Silver N0AX 

This is the time of year when at club meetings the president gravely scans the assembled throng and with dulcet 
tones delivers a hortatory call to rise as one in support of the annual Field Day adventures. A sough rustles across 
the membership as they rouse from their post-supper hebetude to contemplate the implications. A leader is chosen, 
sometimes in clever ambush, launching the annual roborant exertion of weaving March's gallimaufry into June's 
fructuous spectacle of wireless effulgence! 

Ah, Field Day. Many an operator will remember a long-past Field Day as having provided the fi rst of many radio 
enlightenments. Indeed, quite a few will have experienced that personal tipping point by which they are delivered 
to ham radio during those early summer imbroglios of comestibles, cables, connectors, conversation, and 
camaraderie. Field Day is a time when ham radio blooms, attracting the cognoscenti and curious alike. 

In this sense of presentation to other, I suggest that we consider the location in which we plant our gardens. If 
yours is a group for whom a big score and competitive mastery is the goal, then perhaps that secret hilltop is the 
optimum spot. But for the rest, why not offer up ham radio to the beginners and passers-by? So much of our hobby
-sport-service takes place out of view in basements, spare bedrooms, local EOCs, and club houses, access to which 
the public is rarely granted. We are invisible! 

It is commonly agreed that ham radio has lost much of its place in the public conversation. We are too often seen 
as preservationists or oddballs tinkerering with obsolete technology. Services rendered by hams in time of need 
may be duly noted, but after the fact and still the public has little interaction with what it is we do. It seems to me 
that instead of hiding our activities, we should be performing them out in plain view where anyone can experience 
the ham radio of today. 

Amateur astronomers, facing parallel concerns, have adopted what they call 
"Sidewalk Astronomy". Never mind that the local street corner does not have 
optimum "seeing". What's important is that passers-by, many of whom have never 
looked through a telescope, get an opportunity to effortlessly experience astronomy 
and talk with an enthusiastic stargazer. Never mind that 10th-magnitude stars are 
obscured by light pollution. Point the 'scope Moon-ward and let someone get their 
first glimpse of shadows cast by lunar mountains across crater floors ! 

We need to practice "Sidewalk Radio" so that the public can have a similar 
encounter with ham radio "in the wild" and not as a curiosity. Field Day is a 
perfect opportunity to set up in a public area. For example, if you operate near 
the local baseball and soccer playfields, you will have a continuous stream of 
curious kids dragging the parents over to have a look! Where do people go on 
weekends? �

· ������ ���	
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How about shopping centers and malls? 

I can hear the groaning now, "What a terrible location! It will be noisy! 
People will bother us!" Fiddlesticks! We can lock ourselves in the basement 
the other 51 weekends of the year - get out there and welcome the public. 
Don't set up a defensive perimeter -- arrange the tables and tents so that a 
"civilian" doesn't feel like an intruder. Have a greeter and tour guides to 
break down those social barriers! Be prepared to answer questions, have 
handouts and brochures available, and act like you're enjoying yoursel f! Sit 
up straight and brush your teeth! (Sorry, got carried away there...) 

Seriously, put out signs that say "Amateur Radio Demonstration - Public Welcome!" Better yet, add a sign that 
says, "Free Coffee and Cookies!" Don't expect people to know what "Field Day" is - you need to get them to come 
over so that you can tell them! And when they ask about local radio clubs or other events (like a flea market) be 
prepared with a custom handout that shows all of the local radio club Web sites and meeting information. 

Once you start Sidewalk Radio, you might enjoy it enough to ask yourself, "Why not some time other than Field 
Day?" Exactly! It's easy to get out there and put up a no-ground vertical and work a little HF - it doesn't have to be 
worldwide DX with a big beam. Figure out how to use your handheld radio and a VHF/UHF "Cheap Yagi" to 
work a ham radio satellite from the parking lot of the local big-box store. Show off meteor scatter on 6 meters with 
WSJT. Once you get started, the ideas will flow and you'll hear a lot of, "I never knew hams did that!" Our signals 
are invisible, but we don't have to be. 73, Ward NØAX 


��"	��!!&��	�!������	
This year the ARRL is working to engage newly licensed amateurs by creating a contest for them to 
get on the air and learn the basics of exchanging information, developing good practices, and get ex-
posed to “ contesting” as a way to develop their HF operator skills.  Nick Winter K7MO is leading the 
charge for the Radio Club of Tacoma and will be holding court at the Radio Club of Tacoma Club-
house on Saturday 10 and 17 April from around 10 am to Noon.  Space constraints will only permit a 
maximum of 20, so Nick is establishing a sign up sheet. 

Nick is not limiting these sessions to just “ Newly Licensed” Hams, but wants any who have not begun 
the rewarding experience of operating on the HF Bands to come along and “get their feet wet”… The 
license is just the beginning of the learning process in amateur radio.  Learn and enjoy all the chal-
lenges and fun that amateur radio can offer. Step up and twist a few knobs, learn to log, and in the end 
have more fun than lurking can ever provide. 

It’s great practice for the annual Field Day which comes up the last full weekend in June.    

��! 	���	
��"�	
The new ARRL Rookie Roundup contest is attracting the attention of clubs and new hams. While the new 
ARRL Web site is being completed, the Contest Branch Manager's usual ability to post information and an-
swer questions is unavailable, unfortunately. In the meantime, Sean KX9X has created an off-site contest  
blog just for the Rookie Roundup. He will be adding material regularly to help get a newcomer started or to 
answer questions about the contest. It is quite possible that there will be modifications to the published proce-
dures as we come up to speed, so please watch the blog for important updates about the contest.  
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'��%	(�! 	���	$���&) 	
This is Sparky’s first attempt at incorporating amateur radio articles of possible interest to  Radio Club of 
Tacoma’s membership.  Feedback, while often ignored or causing mild amusement is welcomed…may even 
occasionally be used to improve the project.   
Sparky 
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QI Industries announces the latest breakthrough in antenna technology, "ANTENNA SPECS". 

 
  
 AD7QI Sez...         
These are specially designed and constructed eyewear that actually allow you to see radio waves being 
emitted from an antenna.  WOW, this takes antenna design and modeling to a new level. Just think being able 
to actually see the RF being emitted from your antenna. You will be able to look at the lobes size and shape, 
the take off angel, as well as the dips in signal strength. This revolutionary break threw takes all the guess 
work out of antenna building, to see what your antenna is really doing. To be able to see change in your de-
sign immediately, they work in real time. You will be able to see what effect antenna height as well as near 
by objects have on propagation then make the necessary changes. You will see for yoursel f the di fference 
between a resonant antenna and one that is not. 
        There other uses for your "Antenna Specs" as well. For example; look for stray RF in your shack, or 
see how much brain damage you are getting from that hand held radio or cell phone. You can even see leaky 
coax or bad connectors. 
        There are 3 different frequency models, HF, VHF/UHF, and for EME MicroWave, as well color or 
B&W. 
You just program in the frequency and sensitivity, you are ready to go. The color version lets you see phase 
shift and angle. This feature is very handy when building a Yagi. 
  
You get a free bag of QI Antenna Fertilizer with an order of 2 or more................................. 
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FROM: Al. N7OMS 
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Continued on page 11 
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Radioman Continued... 
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New, proposed, 10Q Signals 

Q1 
Q1? 

I cant hear y ou v ery well. OR Can y ou 
hear me very well? 

Q4 
Q4 

Message received. OR Did y ou receive 
that? 

Q6 
Q6? 

I am busy, please stand by. OR Are you 
busy  now. 
Also, The frequency is busy now. OR Is 
the f requency busy now? 

Q11 
Q11? 

You are talking too fast. OR Am I talk-
ing too fast? (Note: has nothing to do 
with Radio Shack) 

Q20 
Q20? 

My location or destination is ___.  OR  
What is your location?  Home20. 

Q27 
Q27? 

I am moving to another frequency. OR 
Should we mov e to another f requency ? 

Q28? 
 

Is there another station calling me? 

Q32 
Q32? 

I need a radio check. OR 
Are y ou checking your radio? 

Q Breaker! 
Q Breaker? 

I want to break into your conv ersation. 
Is there a breaker? 

Q77 Negativ e Contact. 

Q3 
Q3? 

I am f inished transmitting to you. 
Are y ou finished transmitting to me? 

Q83 
Q83? 

I am joking with you. Laughter. 
Is this an April Fool’s joke? 

Rettysnitch, a primitive screwdriver antenna. 
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 The results of my first general class on March 13th and 14th 2010 was: Of  14 students, two never at-
tended class, they got their upgrade by self-study.  
 
Way to go ERIC and LUCY! 
 
The remaining 12 students attended both days of class and 9 new General upgrades were made.  
 
That makes ELEVEN out of fourteen students achieved their upgrade.  
 
Special thanks to Dale Morrison  AD7SQ for his help, and  Butch Brickey  KE7JBG for making the facility 
available.  
 
Thanks to all participants. Steve  AD7VL��
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Club Officers ����
President:  Jill Palmer, K7JIL, 253-539-7772, hamta lker2@msn.com 
Vice Pres:  Rick Rose, KE7EMW, 253-581-7673 rick-ro se@comcast.net 
Secretary:  Ken Gibson, N7ELF 253-759-6919 n7elf@ju nett.com 
Treasurer:  Joe Lester 73radio@gmail.com 
 

5 Board Members (listed in no particular order) �
Al Lentz, W7AML alentz@centurytel.net  
Harry Adams W7HSA RCT@xemapsl.com 
Silas Nelson KA7AQT sinelsen@amum.ups.edu  
Gary McAdams,WG7X wg7x@arrl.net 
Frank Palmer AC7JY ac7jy@msn.com 

The Logger’s Bark is the OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE RADIO CLUB OF TACOMA … and is 
published by W7DK Press, PO Box 11188, Tacoma, WA 9 8411.  The Radio Club of Tacoma is a 
non-profit corporation as defined by law, and all p roceeds w ill be used exclusively for charita-
ble and educational purposes.  The Radio Club of Ta coma’s Club House is located at 1249 
Washington St, Tacoma, WA 98411, phone: 253-759-204 0. 

Logger’s Bark Staff  
Editor in Chief:  “Stop the Presses!!” Gary McAdams , WG7X, thebark@comcast.net 
Printer/Publisher:  “Start the Presses” John Clarke , AC7WW, 253-475-5854 
Reporters:  The members of the Radio Club of Tacoma …  
Send articles to:  thebark@comcast.net or The Bark,  11405 88th Ct SW, Lakewood, WA 98498 
 
The Fine Print:  The Logger’s Bark is published once a month for the  membership of The Ra dio Club of Tacoma or in terest ed ham 
radio enthusiasts.  The Bark is deliv ered by PDF fi le on the club’s website:   www.w7dk.org.  If a cond ensed pa per copy is neede d… 
then let the Printer/Publisher listed abov e know. 
ADVERTISE in the BARK: $60.00 full page, $30.00 half page, $15.00 quarter page, $5.00 business card size.  These charges offs et 
the publishi ng and USPS mailing costs.  
W ant / For Sale ads are free to members. The Logger’s Bark does not  v erify or guarantee statements in the Want For Sal e listings.  
Permission is granted to use any or all portions of  articles published in The Loggers Bark if Credit l ine is included in the article. 

Membership Info : FULL (licensed) and ASSOCIATE (non licensed) is $30  per calendar year. $25 for Licensed Seniors (65 an d 
ov er). Licensed family members at same address pay $15 each for the first two and are free for the thi rd, four th, and so on. Fullti me 
students, licensed or non licensed, up to age 25 ar e $15 per year.  Note:  fees are applicable for the  calendar year:  Jan to Dec. Lifetime 
membership is 20 times the yearly fee you are eligi ble for.. Lifetime memberships are calculated based  on the FULL and ASSOCIATE 
rates. 
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CLUB MEETINGS :  Wednesdays April 14th and 28th at the Library Administration Building  
112th and Waller Road. The club meets at 7:30 PM. Everyone is invited to attend. 
 
Board Meeting:  Wednesday April 7th 7:00 PM at the RCT clubhouse. All members are  wel-
come to attend . 
 
Bark Deadline: Last week-end of each month. Please submit articles by that time! 
 
Support our club: Attend meetings, volunteer, Elmer! 
 
Check into the weekly two meter net: Tuesdays at 7:30 PM on the club repeater on 147.280 
MHz. 
 
Check into the weekly 10 meter net: Sundays at 8:00 PM on 28.375 MHz.  


