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BIDDING PROCEDURE: 
Each item will be clearly marked with a “auction item number” on a “green” tag.  
All items for sale will be on display at the RCT Clubhouse every Saturday until 
the bid reading. The auction will be open for bidding for approximately 60 days, 
always ending on a Saturday. Bidding forms, envelopes and a bid deposit box will 
be provided at the Clubhouse. Simply write your bid amount in the appropriate 
column. Your bid must be more than any noted minimum. Highest bid wins.   
Clearly write your calls ign on the form and seal the envelope. You may also mail 
in a bid to Radio Club of Tacoma PO Box 11188 Tacoma, WA 98411. Be sure to 
mark the envelope “Member Auction” 
 
#       DESCRIPTION        MODEL                   CONDITION                MINIMUM BID  
 
#1         TRI-LEG TOWER    ROHN/SPALDING         USED                                 $50.00 
             24 ft.  STEEL w/rotator shelf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2    HEATHKIT AMPLIFIER    SB-200                    USED/AS IS                       $200.00 
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RCT Club Member is Featured in Na-
tional Amateur Radio Magazine… 
Again … by Barkie Staff Reporter KR7W 
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held on May 22 at Ft Steilacoom Park.  See the 
www.w7dk.org  website for more information.  
Also, see www.kr7w.org/ARDF  for fotos of the  
September hunt.     � �
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     Announcing…  

 
Hidden Transmitter Hunt … aka Bunny Hunt, 
Fox Hunt, Hidden-T Hunt, Fox-tailing 
 
When:  Saturday, May 22, from 12 Noon to 4:30 PM  
 
Where:  Fort Steilacoom Park (across Steilacoom Blv d from the Field Day site)  
Gravel parking lot, past the Dog Park, near the pat h to the lake. 
Look for vehicle with Yagi Antenna on windshield.   Click HERE for Map.  
 
All interested radio enthusiasts are invited.  No h am license or experienced required to 
find a transmitter.  Beginners are welcome.  Instru ction will be provided. 
 
Sponsored by:  Al N7OMS, Chuck AC7QN, and Rich KR7W …  MORE INFO 
 
Explore something new, discover some skills about a ntennas, transmitters, re-
ceivers, maps, get outside and hang out with like r adio enthusiasts. 
 
This hunt is in conjunction with CQ Magazine’s Inte rnational Hidden Transmitter 
Hunt weekend.   Click HERE for CQ Magazine link.  
 
There will be some equipment to loan out, but pleas e bring your own 2 meter 
handy-talkie and the instructions. 
 
Bottled water and light snacks will be provided.  N ote:  There is no covered shel-
ter if it rains.  Bring what you need to keep yours elf comfortable. 
 
More info is listed on the w7dk.org website.    

One of the Hidden Bunnies. 
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The Radio Way-Back Machine:  Farm Radios  
An abbrev iated history lesson by Rich KR7W 
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NASA's Solar Dynamics Observatory, SDO, launched aboard a United 
Launch Alliance Atlas V from Space Launch Complex-41 at 10:23 a.m. 
EST on Thursday, Feb. 11, 2010. SDO is the first satellite of NASA's 
Living with a Star (LWS) program. From its geosynchronous orbit, 
SDO will point its instruments at the Sun, conducting groundbreaking 
research that is expected to reveal the Sun's inner workings by con-
stantly taking high resolution images, collecting readings from inside 
the Sun and measuring its magnetic field activity. This data is expected 
to give researchers the insight they need to eventually predict solar 
storms and other activity on the Sun that can affect spacecraft in orbit, 
astronauts on the International Space Station and electronic and other 
systems on Earth. Click here for more information and SDO images. 
Photo courtesy of NASA and Pat Corkery/United Launch Alliance 

Solar Update 

Tad "The sunlight struck them with an 
ever-varying rainbow bloom as they 
moved" Cook, K7RA, reports: After 13 
days of no sunspots, new region 1063 
appeared late on Wednesday, April 28. 
Unknown at this point (early Thursday) 
is how strong or fast-growing this new 
sunspot region will be. Earlier region 
1062 was only with us for three days, 
April 12-14. Look for more information 
on the ARRL Web site on Friday, April 
30, including some e-mails about the 
European ash cloud and the possibility 
that 72 MHz propagation was depressed 
because no aircraft were in the sky. For 
more information concerning radio 
propagation, visit the ARRL Technical 
Information Service Propagation page. 
This week's "Tad Cookism" brought to 
you by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's The 
Lost World (Chapter 15). 
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In March, the FCC released a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) (Docket #10-72) that proposed to 
amend the Part 97 rules -- specifically 97.113(a)(3) -- governing the Amateur 
Radio Service. The new rules would provide that, under certain limited con-
ditions, Amateur Radio operators may transmit messages during emergency 
and disaster preparedness drills, regardless of whether the operators are em-
ployees of entities participating in the drill. On April 22, a summary of the 
NPRM was published in the Federal Register and the FCC is seeking com-
ments on it. Comments must be filed on or before May 24, 2010 (30 days 
after publication in the Federal Register); reply comments must be filed on or 
before June 7, 2010 (45 days after publication in the Federal Register). In-
structions on how to file comments are listed beginning on page 5 of the 
NPRM. 

 

CONVERSATION by Ward Silver N0AX — the ARRL Contest Update Newsletter 

Communication - we're all about communication in ham radio and contests stress communications skills, so how 
could there be too much communication? When communication before the contest starts taking the place of com-
munication during the contest, that's too much communication! 

Contests set up limits and rules to exercise speci fic types of communication activity. There are limits on bands and 
modes of operation. Participants are required to exchange speci fic information. There are rules about permitted 
types of operating. All of these set up a certain type of game, just like in athletics. And just like in athletic events, 
the game is conducted between speci fi c times or over a specific duration. 

We all accept that for athletic events, communication about the conduct of the game outside the time limits for the 
game is very strictly controlled. For example, the history of a participant's performance may be discussed at length, 
but discussing the specifics of how a participant will play during an event, except in broad strategic terms, is not 
allowed. After the event, the conduct of the game is again open to be discussed at length, of course. 

It would be absurd for a baseball pitcher to tell the hitters before the game, "You already know I have a fastball, 
sinker, and change-up. I'm going to throw the fastball in the second inning, the change-up in the third, and the 
sinker in the fourth. Enjoy!" It would spoil the game because it removes elements of strategy and skill from the 
competition. 

Yet before a ham radio contest, I find this sort of information being exchanged regularly in the form of pre-contest 
schedules. Before continuing, I'm going to let the VHF+ contest community off the hook on this issue. There is a 
lot of discussion about technological reasons for VHF+ contesters to consider schedules acceptable. Pre-contest 
schedules may be an open issue on VHF+, but it has long been decided on HF that they diminish the quality of the 
event and should not be made... 

Too Much Of A Good Thing 



������
  

�����Radio Club of Tacoma                  Logger’s Bark     May 2010�

The ARRL's "HF Contesting - Good Practices, Interpretations & Suggestions" - a white paper on contest operating 
practices - is clear: "if by announcing your information, another contester can tune to a specifi c frequency at a spe-
ci fic time and work you", that's over the line. For example, it's fine for someone operating in a state QSO party to 
let everybody know that they'll be driving through a list of counties and even give a general idea of the route and 
the order in which the counties will be activated. That increases interest and participation in the contest - go for it! 
However, when the information expands the detail to "NØAX will be in County X at time Y on frequency Z", 
that's a pre-contest schedule - don't do it. 

There is an exception to the no-schedule rule - schedules made during the contest and using the allowed contest 
bands and modes are acceptable. For example, during the contest it's OK to say, "I'm headed for Podunk County 
and should be on from there at 0300 on 3830 kHz." You are using the bands and modes the contest is designed to 
exercise. But before the contest? Unacceptable. Similarly, don't use Internet chat rooms or spotting networks to 
distribute the information while the contest is underway - those are outside the required bands and modes, and is 
considered sel f-spotting. 

There is a fine line between what's acceptable and what's not - the circumstances may not always be entirely clear - 
and our enthusiasm and competitiveness can lead us over it. If you're not sure about something, start by reading 
and understanding the contest rules - all of them. You can ask an experienced contester or two. The discussion will 
help you understand what practices are good and bad and why. The HF Guidelines mentioned above touch on 
many ethical points of contesting. As you spend more and more time contesting, evaluating behavior and deciding 
what is and isn't across that line, you'll develop a sense for when that quiet voice is whispering, "Too much". 

73, Ward NØAX 

+��&	)�! 	���	#���$, 	
Sparky’s added this “BARK FODDER” to selectively choose articles and information which may be of inter-
est to the Radio Club of Tacoma Membership. It will usually include current information from the ARRL as 
well. .   
Sparky 
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Wookie Woundup… Ginormous Suc-
cess… OR... The Rookie Roundup 
Was Well Received… by Rich KR7W 
Barkie Staff Reporter 

Here’s the Tucannon Valley - Blue Mountain 
Radio Club of Dayton collection of Wookies 
that partic ipated in the ARRL’s Rookie 
Roundup on Sunday April 18.   
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Here’s Nick K7MO telling explaining the rules of th e 
Rookie Roundup.  Many questions were asked… 
which was good. 

Bob, KE7WPK, takes his turn at the mic.  Bob said 
that he was sweating at the end of his session, but  
also thought he did pretty well. 

Franky, KF7FEF, at the microphone. 
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Don, KF7BAE, makes contact with Shelley in CA using  the 40 meter SSB station 
set up in the Museum.  100 Watts fed into the HF st ations wire antenna via a long 
coax jumper did the trick very well. 

Bob, AD7WU, calls CQ 
Rookie Roundup from 
the HF station.  Bob 
made 15 contacts on 20 
meters SSB, mostly by 
calling CQ.  Bob is learn-
ing Morse code and 
plans to operate in the 
Rookie Roundup CW 
event which takes place 
on Dec 19.  At a recent 
club meeting… Bob pro-
fessed that he is no 
longer a rookie. 
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Bruce, WE7P, who qualifies for Rookie Status (licen sed under 3 
years) but pretty much does not have mic fright joi ned the Rookie 
boot camp “to see if I am doing it right”, he said.   Bruce was able 
to contribute his experiences to the group.  Bruce cant wait till 
Field Day on June 26. 

Rookie Round Epilog….. 
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GREMLINS FROM THE KREMLIN!!! 
Congratulations to Bob;  "Russian Rhapsody 1944" AD7WU, for correctly getting the cartoon 
reference from the “Ginormus” April issue of the “Barkie” 
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Club Officers ����
President:  Jill Palmer, K7JIL, 253-539-7772, hamta lker2@msn.com 
Vice Pres:  Rick Rose, KE7EMW, 253-581-7673 rick-ro se@comcast.net 
Secretary:  Ken Gibson, N7ELF 253-759-6919 n7elf@ju nett.com 
Treasurer:  Joe Lester 73radio@gmail.com 
 

5 Board Members (listed in no particular order) �
Al Lentz, W7AML alentz@centurytel.net  
Harry Adams W7HSA RCT@xemapsl.com 
Silas Nelson KA7AQT sinelsen@amum.ups.edu  
Gary McAdams,WG7X wg7x@arrl.net 
Frank Palmer AC7JY ac7jy@msn.com 

The Logger’s Bark is the OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE RADIO CLUB OF TACOMA … and is 
published by W7DK Press, PO Box 11188, Tacoma, WA 9 8411.  The Radio Club of Tacoma is a 
non-profit corporation as defined by law, and all p roceeds w ill be used exclusively for charita-
ble and educational purposes.  The Radio Club of Ta coma’s Club House is located at 1249 
Washington St, Tacoma, WA 98411, phone: 253-759-204 0. 

Logger’s Bark Staff  
Editor in Chief:  “Stop the Presses!!” Gary McAdams , WG7X, thebark@comcast.net 
Printer/Publisher:  “Start the Presses” John Clarke , AC7WW, 253-475-5854 
Reporters:  The members of the Radio Club of Tacoma …  
Send articles to:  thebark@comcast.net or The Bark,  11405 88th Ct SW, Lakewood, WA 98498 
 
The Fine Print:  The Logger’s Bark is published once a month for the  membership of The Ra dio Club of Tacoma or in terest ed ham 
radio enthusiasts.  The Bark is deliv ered by PDF fi le on the club’s website:   www.w7dk.org.  If a cond ensed pa per copy is neede d… 
then let the Printer/Publisher listed abov e know. 
ADVERTISE in the BARK: $60.00 full page, $30.00 half page, $15.00 quarter page, $5.00 business card size.  These charges offs et 
the publishi ng and USPS mailing costs.  
W ant / For Sale ads are free to members. The Logger’s Bark does not  v erify or guarantee statements in the Want For Sal e listings.  
Permission is granted to use any or all portions of  articles published in The Loggers Bark if Credit l ine is included in the article. 

Membership Info : FULL (licensed) and ASSOCIATE (non licensed) is $30  per calendar year. $25 for Licensed Seniors (65 an d 
ov er). Licensed family members at same address pay $15 each for the first two and are free for the thi rd, four th, and so on. Fullti me 
students, licensed or non licensed, up to age 25 ar e $15 per year.  Note:  fees are applicable for the  calendar year:  Jan to Dec. Lifetime 
membership is 20 times the yearly fee you are eligi ble for.. Lifetime memberships are calculated based  on the FULL and ASSOCIATE 
rates. 
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CLUB MEETINGS :  Wednesdays May 12th and 26th at the Library Administration Building  
112th and Waller Road. The club meets at 7:30 PM. Everyone is invited to attend. 
 
Board Meeting:  Wednesday May 5th 7:00 PM at the RCT clubhouse. All members are  wel-
come to attend . 
 
Bark Deadline: Last week-end of each month. Please submit articles by that time! 
 
Support our club: Attend meetings, volunteer, Elmer! 
 
Check into the weekly two meter net: Tuesdays at 7:30 PM on the club repeater on 147.280 
MHz. 
 
Check into the weekly 10 meter net: Sundays at 8:00 PM on 28.375 MHz.  


